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Rev Dr Russ Parker has been Director of Acorn Christian Healing Foundation since 1995, which exists to resource and educate the church in the Christian Healing Ministry.  Part of Russ’s contribution as Director has been to develop training materials.

Russ is the author of a number of books which include:  “Healing Dreams”, “Healing Death’s Wounds”; “Free to Fail”, “Forgiveness is Healing”, and “The Wild Spirit” and “Dream Stories” “Healing Wounded History,” “Healing Wounded History”, workbook and his latest book, an anthology of prayer poems for public and private use “Wild Spirit of the Living God.”

Russ travels extensively around the UK and abroad, lecturing and teaching in issues connected with the Christian Healing and Healthcare, Reconciliation and Church Transformation.

Russ was a Baptist Pastor from 1972 –77, ordained in the Church of England in 1981.  Assistant Curate in Bolton 1981 –1985, Incumbent of Christ Church, Coalville 1985 – 1990, joined Acorn in 1990 and became Director of Acorn in 1995.  Russ was the Co-founder and Director of Christian Care and Counsel, a Christian Counselling ministry based in the East Midlands.

He is also a co-founder of the Community of Aidan and Hilda whose mother house is situated on the holy island of Lindisfarne. He is a founder member of the Fellowship of Christ the Healer(UK and USA) which exists to resource leaders of residential healing and healthcare initiatives. He is co-founder of Wholecare an initiative to support and resource Christian healthcare professionals within the NHS.

He has a post graduate degree in Phenomenology and Theology from Nottingham University in which his thesis was entitled Dreams as a Religious Phenomenon. Russ was awarded a Doctor of Divinity from Columbia Evangelical Seminary in the United States in recognition of his outstanding contribution to Christian ministry and for his many writings and his teaching abilities.  In particular it was given for the standard of scholarship in his latest book “Healing Wounded History” which is about reconciling peoples and healing places.

Russ is married to Roz and lives near Farnham, Surrey. His hobbies are photography and visiting Celtic holy places. He supports Liverpool Football Club,whether they are winning or losing!

Acorn Christian Healing Foundation was established in 1983 by Bishop Morris Maddocks and is based at Whitehill Chase, a beautiful 19th century Hunting Lodge in Bordon, Hampshire. It is committed to sharing the healing presence of Christ with all through the ministry of listening, healing and reconciliation and to demonstrate that Christian healing is a sound companion to modern medicine. 

Acorn offers a variety of healing resources with the well established Christian Listener courses taught by trained tutors, In Search of Wholeness a joint project with St John’s College Nottingham providing practical and theological teaching of the healing ministry. A further course, Healing Wounded History, explores the themes of reconciliation as applied to family, church, community and nation. A listening training resource –Learning to Listen – A Course for Young People – is available for use in secondary schools and youth clubs and led by trained tutors as well as an interactive training dvd – Log In Listen In – for students aged 11 -18.  

Acorn is particularly committed to resourcing the setting up of Listening Initiatives in a variety of local settings e.g. drop-in centres, GP surgeries, and hospitals.







